Tannenberg
I explained the situation shortly, and we then went to bed.
About two o'clock in the afternoon of the 23rd August, we arrived at Marienburg, where the Army Staff was expecting us. The situation had changed and the decision to retire behind the Vistula had been abandoned. It was intended to hold the line of the river Passarge. General Griinert, Deputy Chief of Staff of the 8th Army, and Lieut.-Colonel Hoffmann were responsible for this change of plan.
Our reception in Marienburg was anything but cheerful. It seemed like entering another world to come into this depressing atmosphere after Liege and the rapid advance in the West. But things soon changed, and the general atmosphere improved. Staff life was once more what I have already described.
II
Major Valdivia, the distinguished Spanish Military Attache during the war, asked me on his first visit to Headquarters in Posen in October, 1914, whether the Battle of Tannenberg had been fought according to a long conceived and prepared plan. I could only answer that it had not. He was greatly surprised, for, like most other people, he had taken it for granted.
Strategic deployment can, and must be, planned far ahead. Battles in a war of positions demand similar treatment, but in the war of movement and the actions incidental to it the situations which the commander has to visualize follow one another in motley succession. He has to decide in accordance with his instinct. Thus soldiering becomes an art, and the soldier a strategist.
Gradually, during the period from 24th to 26th August, the battle plan took shape in all its details. The great question was whether it would really be possible to withdraw the ist Reserve Corps and the I7th Army Corps from their positions facing Rennenkampf, so as to unite them with other units of the 8th Army, for a blow against the Narew Army. It depended solely on Rennenkampf himself, for if he knew how to make the
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